Chequered Childhood

Akbar was a precocious child. Those who had the opportunity to^
observe him at close quarters tended to believe that he was the rein-
carnation of some saint or seer. Abul Fazl refers to a conviction
among the religious elite that a Hindu sage had taken birth in the
person of Akbar to bring about unity in the hetrogeneity that was
Hindustan.
In later years, Jiji Anaga told a story which, if not a puerile-
exercise in the all too common vice of flattery, confirmed that Akbar
was no ordinary child. He comprehended all that happened around
him, and showed an extraordinary faculty to express himself
eloquently at an age when most babies can hardly babble a few
vowels. As recorded by Abul Fazl:
One fine evening when she was nursing Akbar (who was then
eight months old) and inwardly grieving over the jealousy of
Maham Anaga and other nurses at the prince's attachment to
her, a virtual miracle came to pass. Akbar looked intently at
Jiji's sad face, turned around to make certain there was no one-
else in the room, and suddenly spoke thus: 'Be of good cheer for
the celestial light of the 'khilafaf shall abide in thy bosom and.
shall bestow on the night of thy sorrow the effulgence of joy. But
see that thou reveal this our secret to no one, that thou dost not.
proclaim untimely this mystery of God's power, for hidden
designs and predictions are contained therein.'*
*Akbarnama, Folio 187*